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Commander  of  Knights 
Templar,  Pa. 


Worshipful  Master,  Wardens  and  Brethren 

of  Temple  Lodge : 

The  name  of  your  lodge  this  day  dedica¬ 
ted,  is  the  text  of  my  address  at  this  time. 

The  leading  idea  of  Py  mbolic  Freemason¬ 
ry  is  labor  in  the  building  of  an  edifice. 
The  edifice  by  which  the  order  is  itself  sym¬ 
bolized,  and  in  turn  furnishes  much  of  the 
symbolism  of  the  Order  is  the  Temple  of 
God,  erected  by  Solomon,  King  of  Israel, 
upon  Mount  Moriah,  Jerusalem,  about 
1000  years  before  the  birth  of  Christ.  This 
building  was  erected  after  a  pattern  fur¬ 
nished  by  God  himself,  under  the  direction 
of  His  chosen  servant,  for  His  worship, 
and  the  instruction  of  His  chosen  people. 
Though  small  in  size  compared  with  many 
others  siuce  erected,  it  was  by  far  the  most 
costly  and  splendid  building  ever  erected 
on  this  globe  ;  and  the  events  connected 
with  its  history  and  final  destruction,  by 
far  the  most  important  of  any  the  world 
has  ever  witnessed.  Common  consent  as 
well  as  our  traditions,  having  fixed  and 
connected  the  organization  of  our  order 
with  the  building  of  this  Temple,  have 
made  it  to  us  an  object  of  peculiar  interest. 
No  excuse  therefore,  need  be  made  for  its 
being  made  the  principal  subject  of  my  ad¬ 
dress  at  this  time,  the  more  especially  as 
the  name  of  your  Lodge  furnishes  the 
subject. 

In  speaking  of  the  organization  of  our 
Order,  we  would  not  be  understood  as  say¬ 
ing  that  what  is  now  called  Freemasonry, 


had  no  existence  before  the  days  of  King 
Solomon.  For  as  in  Arabs’  huts  or  tents 
there  are  found  some  of  the  elegantly 
carved  stones  that  were  part  of  Babylonian 
palaces  where  Ezekiel  prophesied,  and  Dan¬ 
iel  interpreted  dreams,  so  do  some  of  our 
rites  and  ceremonies  and  symbolic  instruc¬ 
tion  even  though  repolished,  recut  or  over¬ 
laid  with  a  purer  material,  bear  evidence 
of  far  greater  antiquity  ;  even  ante-dating 
the  first  recorded  use  of  “brick  for  stone 
and  liin.?  for  mortar,”  and  reaching  to 
that  epoch  when  “the  whole  earth  was  of 
one  language  and  of  one  speech,”  and 
when  there  remained  upon  earth  all  the 
wisdom  and  science,  if  not  all  the  moral 
purity  of  the  ante-diluvian  world,  that  sur¬ 
vived  the  Deluge. 

In  this  view  a  history  of  our  Order  be¬ 
ginning  with  its  parentage,  would  go  back 
to  the  infancy  of  our  race.  Our  landmarks 
go  back  to  the  call  of  Abraham  from  the 
idolatry  of  his  father’s  house  ;  God’s  deal¬ 
ings  with  him  and  his  seed  ;  especially  the 
events  and  miracles  which  our  ceremonies 
commemorate ;  down  to  the  building  of 
the  second  Temple  by  the  returned  cap¬ 
tives  from  Babylon. 

The  Jews  had  several  signs  which  they 
claimed  had  come  down  from  Enoch  and 
Noah.  Their  sign  of  distress  is  said  in  the 
book  of  Raziel,  to  be  derived  from  the  ex¬ 
pulsion  of  Adam  from  the  garden  of  Eden. 
The  manner  in  which,  and  the  persons 
through  whom  it  was  conveyed  down  to. 
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Solomon,  is  there  statedN.  TuBaf — Cam- 
is  remembered  as  having  liefe-n  the  first  ma¬ 
ker  of  the  square,  the  plumb*Smd  level 
Masonic  tools  and  symbols. 
site,  that  every  mason  mu  si Jmfree  born,  is 
derived  from  the  direcfcirf^Tf  God  to  Abra¬ 
ham,  “Cast  out  the  bond-woman  and  her 
son  ;  for  the  son  of  this  bond -woman  shall 
not  be  heir  with  my  son,  even  with  Isaac.'’ 

The  deeendants  of  Abraham  were  God’s 
chosen  people  ;  Palestine,  the  land  they 
inhabited,  was  God’s  chosen  land,  and  Je¬ 
rusalem  was  the  chosen  city.  To  those 
who  believe  in  God’s  government  of  the 
world,  and  in  the  truth  of  his  revelation, 
the  history  of  His  chosen  people,  past, 
present,  and  future,  is  the  central  and 
grand  column,  ever  looming  up  before  the 
mind,  as  it  looks  back  on  the  world’s  his¬ 
tory.  A  thousand  years  of  growth  to  the 
zenith  of  their  prosperity  and  power,  and 
the  building  of  the  Temple  ;  a  thousand 
years  of  decline  to  the  breaking  up  of  their 
kingdom,  the  destruction  of  their  Temple, 
and  their  dispersion  as  a  people  !  Though 
for  more  than  1800  years  they  have  been 
shut  out  from  that  land  to  which  they  have 
a  title  deed  from  the  Creator,  and  as  a 
punishment  for  their  National  sins,  arc 
now  scattered  among  all  nations,  they  are 
still  the  same,  separate  and  peculiar  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and,  to-day,  have  more  hidden  power 
than  any  other  nation  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.  For  besides,  having  more  or  less 
control  in  most  of  the  political  journals  of 
Europe,  which  guide,  if  not  form  public 
opinion,  and  having  the  ear  and  confidence 
of  the  more  powerful  of  their  rulers  ;  they 
rule  in  finance,  and  control  and  govern  the 
money  market  of  the  world.  They  now 
hold  a  mortgage  upon  the  land  of  Pales¬ 
tine  for  money  loaned,  which  never  can  be 
paid  but  by  its  surrender,  when  the  time 
for  their  return  thither  shall  have  arrived. 
This  time — and  the  future  glory  of  Israel — ■ 
viewed  through  the  mirror  of  prophecy,  is 
by  fur  the  most  brilliant  part  of  their  his¬ 
tory.  “For  lo  !  the  days  come  saith  the 
Lord,  that  I  will  bring  again  the  captivity 
of  my  people,  Israel  and  Judah,  and  I  will 
cause  them  to  return  to  the  land  that  I 
gave  to  their  Fathers,  and  they  shall  pos¬ 
sess  it.  I  will  take  the  children  of  Israel 
from  among  the  nations  whither  they  be 
gone,  and  will  gather  them  ou  every  side, 
and  bring  them  into  their  own  land.” 
“Like  as  I  have  brought  all  this  great  evil 
upon  this  people,  so  will  I  bring  upon 
them  all  the  good  I  have  promised  them.” 
The  Holy  City  and  the  Temple  shall  be  re¬ 
built,  perhaps,  with  more  splendor  and 
magnificence  than  at  first. 

Returning  to  our  history  of  the  Temple, 
we  find  upon  the  throne  of  Israel,  David,  a 


man  after  God’s  heart.  He  had  triumphed 
iver  his  foes,  conquered  the  •  land  of 
fiestine,  established  the  ark  of  God’s 
O^nriunt  on  Mount  Zion,  and  obtained  by 
coiiqkist  and  commerce,  an  immense 
quantity  of  gold,  silver,  brass,  and  pre¬ 
cious  stones.  Grateful  for  these  many  and 
great  blessings  and  benefits,  lie  was  in¬ 
spired  with  the  design  of  erecting  a  splen¬ 
did  Temple  to  the  only  living  and  true 
God,  for  the  reception  of  the  ark.  One 
that  should  excel  any  other  in  the  world 
for  riches  and  glory.  He  remembered  the 
prophecy  of  Moses,  that  when  the  people 
should  go  over  Jordan  and  dwell  in  the 
promised  land,  at  rest  from  their  enemies, 
the  Lord  would  choose  a  place  and  cause 
His  name  to  dwell  there.  And  his  zeal 
and  desire  was  increased  by  this  reflection  : 
“Lo  !  I  dwell  in  a  house  of  Cedars,  but  the 
Ark  of  the  Covenant  of  the  Lord  remain- 
eth  under  curtains.” 

But  while  he  thought  thereon,  the  word 
of  the  Lord  came  to  him  thro’  the  prophet 
Nathan,  saying,  “Thou  hast  shed  blood 
abundantly,  and  hast  made  great  wars. 
Thou  shalt  not  build  a  house  unto  my 
name.  Behold  a  son  shall  be  born  to  thee, 
who  shall  be  a  man  of  rest  ;  and  I  will  give 
him  rest  from  all  his  enemies  round  about ; 
for  his  name  shall  be  Solomon,  and  I  will 
give  peace  and  quietness  unto  Israel  in  his 
days.'  He  shall  build  a  house  for  my 
name.” 

Though  David  was  not  allowed  to  build 
the  Temple,  yet  under  the  Divine  direction 
he  made  for  it  the  most  minute,  extensive, 
and  costly  preparations.  He  says,  “Now  I 
have  prepared  with  sill  my  might  for  the 
house  of  my  God,  the  gold  for  things  to  be 
made  of  gold,  and  the  silver  for  things  of 
silver, the  brass  for  things  of  brass, the  iron 
for  things  of  iron,  and  wood  for  thiugs 
of  wood.  Onyx  stones  and  stones-  to  be 
set,  glistening  stones  and  of  divers  colors, 
and  all  manner  of  precious  stones,  and 
marble  stones  in  abundance.”  As  Moses 
received  upon  Mount  Sinai  a  pattern  from 
Heaven  for  the  erection  of  the  tabernacle, 
so  did  David  on  Mount  Zion  receive  from 
God  a  pattern  of  the  Temple.  “Then  Da¬ 
vid  gave  to  Solomon,  his  son,  the  pattern 
of  the  porch  and  of  the  houses  thereof,  and 
of  the  treasuries  thereof,  and  of  the  upper 
chambers  thereof,  and  of  the  inner  parlors 
thereof,  and  of  the  place  of  the  mercy  seat. 
And  the  pattern  of  all  that  he  had  by  the 
Spirit,  of  the  courts  of  the  House  of  the 
Lord,  and  of  all  the  chambers  round 
about  ;  of  the  treasuries  of  the  House  of 
God,  and  of  the  treasuries  of  the  dedicated, 
things.  He  gave  of  gold  by  weight  for 
things  of  gold,  and  for  all  instruments  of 
all  manner  of  service  ;  silver  also  for  all  in- 
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strnments  of  silver  by  weight,  for  all  in¬ 
struments  of  every  kind  of  service  ;  even 
the  weight  for  the  candlesticks  of  gold  and 
for  their  lamps  of  gold  by  weight  ;  and  by 
weight  lie  gave  gold  for  the  tables  of  show- 
breads,  for  every  table,  and  likewise  silver 
for  the  tables  of  silver  ;  also  pure  gold  for 
the  flesh  hooks  and  the  bowls  and  the  cups; 
and  for  the  golden  basins  he  gave  gold  by 
weight  for  every  basin,  and  likewise  silver 
by  weight  for  every  basin  of  silver  ;  and 
for  the  altar  of  incense  refined  gold  by 
weight,  and  gold  for  the  pattern  of  the 
chariot  of  the  chernbims,  that  spread  out, 
their  wine's,  and  covered  the  Ark  of  the 
Covenant  of  the  Lord.”  All  this  said  Da¬ 
vid,  “the  Lord  made  me  understand  in  writ- 
inf]  hi/  his  hand  upon  me,  even  all  the  works 
of  this  pattern.”  This  was  no  less  than  a 
complete  and  scientific  working  pattern. 

The  amount  of  gold  and  silver  used  in 
and  about  this  gorgeous  edifice  would  be 
set  down  as  fabulous  and  a  mere  tale  of 
fancy,  were  it  not  specifically  given  in  the 
Bible.  There  is  some,  difference  iu  esti¬ 
mates  made  by  learned  men  of  the  exact 
weight  of  the  talent  and  sheckel  of  gold 
and  silver,  which  prevents  an  exact  calcu¬ 
lation  of  the  amount.  Dr.  Arbutlmot 
says  about  four  billions  of  dollars  were  left 
by  David  for  building  the  Temple.  Dean 
Prideaux  and  the  editor  of  the  Pictorial 
Bible  make  it  to  exceed  five  billions.  One 
Masonic  tradition  which  proposes  to  give 
not  only  the  gold  and  silver  used  in  and 
upon  the  building  and  furniture,  but  also 
the  wages,  diet  and  clothing  of  the  work¬ 
men  employed,  make  the  amount,  to  he 
nearly  forty  billions.  Dean  Prideaux 
thinks  that  more  gold  and  silver  were  used 
in  and  about  that  edifice,  than  there  was 
held  in  his  day  (A.  D.  1720)  as  money 
by  all  the  nations  on  the  globe. 

Into  what  insignificance  do  even  the 
proudest  and  costliest  buildings  of  our  age 
sink,  when  compared  with  the  Temple  of 
God  on  Mount  Moriah,  erected  by  the 
wisest  monarch  who  ever  lived,  executed 
by  the  most  skilful  and  cunning  architect 
the  world  ever  saw,  after  a  plan  and  pat¬ 
tern  furnished  by  the  hand  of  Him  who 
created  the  universe  ;  moulded  the  worlds 
i  that  roll  in  space  ;  poured  the  gold  and  sil¬ 
ver  into  the  mines,  and  laid  the  marble  in 
the  quarry.  Well  might  David  say,  “O 
Lord  our  God,  all  this  store  that  we  have 
prepared  to  build  Thee  an  house  for  thine 
Holy  name,  cometh  of  thine  hand,  and  is 
all  thine  own.  Who  am  I  ?  and  what  is 
Thy  people!  that  we  should  be  able  to  offer 
so  willingly  after  this  sort  ;  for  all  things 
come  of  Thee  and  of  thine  own  have  we 
given  Thee.” 

All  the  great  works  or  building  of  archi¬ 


tecture  erected  previous  to  the  present 
century,  were  in  some  way  connected  with 
religion  ;  were  built  from  religious  motives 
and  for  religious  worship.*  The  Temples 
of  Egypt,  the  Pagodas  of^India.  that  of 
Hercules  at  Tyre,  and  Diana  at  Ephesus, 
the  Parthenon  of  Minerva  at  Athens,  were 
for  the  worship  of  heathen  Deities.  The 
Temple  at  Jerusalem,  St.  Peter’s  at  Rome, 
St.  Paul’s  in  London,  with  hundreds  of 
other  Cathedrals  and  Churches,  the  finest 
and  costliest  structures  of  all  Christian  or 
civilized  lands,  have  arisen  from  a  wor¬ 
shipping  impulse,  and  based  upon  the 
idea  of  an  indwelling  Deity — a  house  for 
God — a  Holy  ol  Holies  devoted  to  His 
worship,  and  not  to  be  used  for  any  un¬ 
holy  or  purely  secular  purpose. 

The  Tom  file  at  Jerusalem  wras  the  visible 
type  of  an  invisible  Heaven,  built  after  a 
pattern  from  Heaven,  and  of  course  a  rep¬ 
resentation  of  Heavenly  things.  It  was  al¬ 
so  a  visible  panorama  or  Symbol  of  Heav¬ 
en  and  earth  in  their  relation  to  each  other. 
The  Holy  of  Holies  symbolized  Heaven, 
the  hidden  habitation  of  God’s  holiness. 
While  the  outer  court  where  sacrifices  were 
offered,  incense  smoked,  and  the  worship¬ 
pers  assembled,  represented  the  earth.  A 
veil  was  by  God’s  direction  stretched  be¬ 
tween,  effectually  hiding  the  Holy  of  Ho¬ 
lies  from  the  view  and  gaze  of  those  with¬ 
out.  So  is  Heaven  hidden  from  those  who 
are  upon  earth  ;  and  even  an  apostle  who 
was  caught  up  into  the  third  Heaven,  and 
came  back  to  earth,  was  not  permitted  to 
utter  the  uuspeakable  words  lie  there 
heard  ;  uor  do  we  learn  that  either  Lazarus 
or  the  Widow’s  Son,  brought  hack  from 
the  Spirit  world,  gave  any  news  from 
thence  to  their  rejoicing  and  doubtless  in¬ 
quiring  relatives.  We  are  here  to  walk  by 
faith  and  not  by  sight  ;  having  continually 
before  us  that  building  of  God,  that  House 
not  made  with  hands  eternal  in  the  Heav¬ 
ens,  and  reposing  upon  the  promise,  “Him 
that  overcometh  will  I  make  a  pillar  in  the 
Temple  of  my  God.” 

The  first  Temple  erected  upon  earth  to 
the  only  living  and  true  God,  was  that 
built  by  King  Solomon  upon  Mount  Mo¬ 
riah,  a  hill  situated  almost  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  city  of  Jerusalem  ;  having 
Mount  Zion  on  the  Southwest,  with  the 
city  of  David  and  the  King’s  palace  on  its 
summit  ;  and  Mount  Acraon  the  northwest 
where  the  lower  city  was  built.  The  sum¬ 
mit  of  the  mountain  on  which  this  Temple 
was  erected  was  no*-  very  high  or  very  large 
in  extent ;  the  Temple  yard  or  enclosure, 
250  yards  square,  covering  the  whole. 


*The  Temple  of  Dagon  which  Samson  pulled  down 
is  the  first  mentioned  in  the  Bible. 
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This  was  encompassed  by  a  stone  wall  12  hi 
yards  in  height. 

Most  of  the  cities  of  ancient  times  were 
built  as  strongholds  for  defence  and  securi¬ 
ty  ;  perched  on  a  rocky  eminence,  with 
foundations  too  strong  to  be  undermined, 
and  walls  too  high  to  be  scaled  ;  all  en¬ 
trances  closed  by  ponderous  gates,  so  that 
in  times  of  invasion  the  people  could  run 
into  them  and  be  safe. 

Mountains  and  high  hills  have  in  all  ages 
been  regarded  with  reverence,  and  in  an¬ 
cient  times  they  were  considered  as  pecu¬ 
liarly  sacred  spots.  For  some  good  reason, 
God  selected  isolated  mountain  summits 
as  the  theatre  on  which  to  make  the  grand¬ 
est  exhibitions  of  Himself,  His  glory  and 
His  awful  grandeur.  And  at  this  day  iEt- 
na,  Vesuvius  and  other  volcanic  moun¬ 
tains,  though  not  so  consecrated,  are  mon¬ 
uments  of  God’s  power  and  grandeur. 

Ararat  rising  like  a  sugar  loaf  from  a 
chaos  of  peaks,  first  emerged  from  the 
flood  which  had  covered  the  earth,  and 
with  the  ark  upon  its  summit,  looked  down 
upon  a  drowned  world — cities  floating  from 
their  foundations,  with  six  generations  of 
men,  while  eating  and  drinking,  marrying 
and  giving  in  marriage,  were  sunk  and 
buried  together.  Here  the  ark  which  bore 
the  last  of  the  human  race  rested  ;  here 
Noah  built  an  altar,  lifted  his  voice  in 
prayer  and  talked  with  the  Almighty  face 
to  face  as  with  a  friend.  Thus  baptized 
with  the  flood,  consecrated  by  the  altar 
and  illumined  by  the  rainbow,  Arrarat 
stands  as  a  sacred  mountain. 

Horer,  the  “Mountain  of  God,”  where 
the  Almighty  first  revealed  His  name  and 
gave  Moses  his  high  commission  as  deliv¬ 
erer  of  His  chosen  people — where  He  af¬ 
terwards  caused  the  smitten  rock  to  send 
forth  gushing  waters  to  satisfy  the  thirst  of 
His  fainting  Israelites — where  the  prophet 
Elijah,  hunted  for  his  life,  fled  and  dwelt 
in  a  cave,  and  there  saw  the  displays  of 
God’s  mighty  power  and  felt  His  protect¬ 
ing  care- -where  Paul  after  his  conversion, 
retired  to  commune  with  God  and  receive 
his  commission  as  an  apostle — needs  no 
monument  to  mark  it  as  a  sacred  place. 

Sinai  lifting  its  huge  form  out  of  its  des¬ 
olate  scenery,  capped  with  a  thick  and  im¬ 
penetrable  cloud — God’s  pavilion — from 
which  issued  thunderings  and  lightnings 
and  the  voice  of  the  trumpet — when  God 
revealed  His  moral  law,  binding  upon  all 
who  should  thereafter  live — and  the  civil 
code  for  His  people-  -  yet  a  guide  to  all  na¬ 
tions  baptized  with  fire,  stauds  forth  be¬ 
fore  all  the  world  in  awful  grandeur  as  a 
sacred  ana  a  holy  place. 

Mounts  Hor  and  Pisgah  witnessed  the 
leath  scenes  of  Aaron  and  Moses,  bear 


awful  attestations  to  the  justice  and  mercy 
of  Him,  who  though  long  suffering  and  for¬ 
giving  to  the  penitent  will  not  give  His 
glory  to  another,  or  by  any  means  clear 
the  hardened  obdurate  contemner  of  His 
mercy.  And  when  the  world’s  Redeemer 
clothed  in  humanity,  found  it  needful  to 
retire  for  room  and  silence  the  better  to 
commune  with  the  Father,  He  chose  the 
mountain  top  as  his  closet,  the  solitude 
around  him  for  its  closed  door  and  the 
star  lit  sky  above  him  for  its  open  win¬ 
dow.  There  gathering  strength  from 
Heaven  for  the  work,  even  then  awaiting 
on  the  wind  tossed  lake,  where  His  disciples 
were  struggling  with  the  boisterous  waves. 
He  could  descend,  walk  the  water  and  still 
the  tempest,  and  wrest  from  the  saved  crew, 
the  confession  “Of  a  truth  thou  art  the 
Son  of  God.” 

Mount  Moriah,  “the  mountain  of  the 
Lord’s  House,”  was  consecrated  as  a  sacred 
place  by  the  rude  altar  built  there  by  Abra¬ 
ham  ;  upon  which,  obeying  the  command 
of  God,  he  was  about  to  offer  up  his  you 
Isaac,  nearly  900  years  before  the  Temple 
was  built  thereon.  The  .Tews  had  a  tradi¬ 
tion  that  on  this  mountain,  Abel  built  his 
altar  and  offered  his  first  sacrifice,  and  that 
here  he  was  buried  and  that  here  Enoch  had 
a  subterranean  temple.  Here  David  met 
the  angel  with  drawn  sword,  commissioned 
to  destroy  Jerusalem,  as  a  punishment  for 
his  sins  and  here  he  built  an  altar  and  of¬ 
fered  sacrifice —the  Lord  answering  by 
fire  from  Heaven  upon  the  altar,  com¬ 
manded  the  angel  to  put  up  his  sword  and 
Jerusalem  was  saved.  It  was  again  conse¬ 


crated  by  the  grand  offering  of  Solomon  at 
the  dedication  of  the  Temple 

Here  was  the  Temple  erected,  and  here 
was  Freemasonry  organized  by  Solomon, 
the  wisest  of  all  men,  learned  in  all  the  wis¬ 
dom  and  mysteries  then  known  in  the 
world,  aided  by  Hiram,  king  of  Tvre,  and 
Hiram  the  widow’s  son — the  Dionisian 
architect— to  bind  together  by  a  mystic 
bond  and  control  as  brethren,  the  200,000 
men — Jews,  Syrians  and  strangers — in  their 
employ.  That  this  was  accomplished 
effectually,  not  pnly  preventing  discord, 
but  so  that  all  p«,rts  and  pieces  of  the 
mighty  structure  when  brought  to  the 
building  should  exactly  fit  to  their  place, 
the  Bible  informs  us  “There  was  neither 
hammer,  nor  axe,  nor  any  tool  of  iron 
heard  in  the  house  while  it  was  building.  ” 
It  was  intended  to  be  a  temple  of  peace,  in 
which  nothing  should  even  enter  that 
would  defile  its  purity,  or  disturb  the 
quietude  of  its  worship.  The  great  end 
and  design  of  all  Masonic  teaching  is  to 
make  its  members  more  virtuous  and 
happy.  To  this  end  our  great  moral  pre- 
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cepts  are  inculcated  in  the  way  calculated 
to  make  the  deepest  and  most  permanent 
impression  upon  the  mind  and  heart,  un¬ 
less  the  heart  is  hard — desperately  wicked 
— it  must  be  impressed  and  made  better. 
The  medium  of  Masonic  teaching  and  in¬ 
struction  is  by  visible  symbols — a  method 
common  in  ancient  times,  as  may  be  learn¬ 
ed  by  a  reference  to  the  prophesies  of  the 
old  Testament,  as  well  as  to  all  literature 
and  learning  of  ancient  nations.  In  Eden, 
when  man  existed  in  a  state  of  parity  and 
innocence,  the  tree  of  life  was  the  ever 
blossoming  symbol  of  his  immortality.— 
When  man  had  fallen,  the  cherubim  and 
sword  which  guarded  the  garden,  symbol¬ 
ized  the  justice  which  punished  sin,  aud 
the  mercy  which  waits  to  welcome  and  to 
pardon  the  penitent  sinner.  The  whole  of 
the  Tabernacle  service,  instituted  by  God 
Himself,  modeled  after  Heavenly  things, 
was  but  a  splendid  system  of  symbolism  ; 
typifying  the  advent  and  work  of  the 
world’s  Redeemer.  So  Ike  cross  symbol¬ 
izes  not  only  the  atonement  but  the  cruci¬ 
fixion  to  the  world  of  all  his  servants.  In 
the  Pilgrim’s  Progress — Bum  an  employs 
the  city  of  destruction,  the  slough  of 
despond,  the  wicket  gate,  interpreters 
house — Vanity  fair,  &c. ,  to  illustrate  the 
inner  life  of  the  Christian.  Sp  Masonry 
has  her  greater  and  her  less  lights,  her  rule, 
gavel,  plumb,  level  and  square — with  her 
Jacob’s  la  lder — anchor  and  ark,  and  the 
All  Seeing  Eye,  are  symbols  to  teach  and 
remind  her  members  of  the  moral  truths 
they  represent. 

From  the  Mosaic  pavement  or  checkered 
ground  floor  of  the  Temple  to  the  loftiest 
pinacie  thereof — the  porch  and  its  pillars— 
the  court  and  the  sanctuary,  not  a  part  or 
point  but  teaches  to  the  careful  Masonic 
student  some  sound  moral  or  religious  les¬ 
son.  The  idea  of  building,  necessarily  im¬ 
plies  labor  and  rest,  work,  refreshment  and 
wages  ;  in  all  order  and  punctuality  ;  ex¬ 
actness  as  to  plans,  and  in  working  there¬ 
from  ;  obedience  to  masters  aud  officers, 
and  harmony  aud  agreement,  as  well  as  in¬ 
dustry  aud  faithfulness  among  Workmen. 
It  is  said  by  one  of  our  best  Masonic  writ¬ 
ers  that  i-the  piety,  morality,  science, 
charity  and  self -discipline  of  Masonry,  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  manner  of  teaching 
them,  have  no  meaning  only  us  they  are 
referable  to  the  grand  leading  idea  of  build- 
1  ing  a  Temple.”  The  universal  lodge  or 
brotherhood  are  regarded  as  a  temple,  and 
1  the  members  thereof  as  the  stones  to  be 
fashioned,  polished  and  perfected  by  the 
I  Masonic  use  of  the  tools  and  implements 
1  of  our  order.  Hence  no  one  should  be  ad- 
,  mitted  as  a  member  who  is  not  mentally, 
morally  aud  physically  qualified  to  be  thus 


fashioned  and  polished  by  the  moral  appli¬ 
cation  of  our  iools  and  teachings. 

Of  the  second  Temple,  the  erection  of 
which  is  commemorated  in  our  ceremo¬ 
nies,  it  was  predicted,  “The  glory  of  the 
latter  house  shall  be  greater  than  the 
former.”  In  point  of  material  splendor 
the  second  Temple  was  greatly  inferior  to 
the  first,  but  in  historic  splendor  it  was 
oe  much  greater  glory.  In  the  first  Tem¬ 
ple  God  indeed  appeared  by  fire,  consuming 
the  sacrifices,  and  filled  the  house  with  a 
glory  which  caused  the  worshippers  to  bow 
their  faces  to  the  pavement,  and  praise  him 
saying.  “For  He  is  good  ;  for  His  mercy 
endureth  forever.  ”  In  the  second  Temple 
God  appeared  in  the  person  of  His  Son — - 
in  whom  dwelt  all  the  fulness  of  the  God¬ 
head  bodily — -the  word  by  whoaa  the  world 
was  created.  Ho  who  in  the  beginning 
said,  “Let  there  be  light,  and  there  was 
light” — who  gave  His  name  from  out  the 
burning  bush,  and  His  law  in  thunders 
aud  fii-e  from  Sinai ;  for  whose  worship 
the  Temple  was  erected,  and  who  in  hu¬ 
man  form  andnature,  walkedits  pavements 
and  preached  in  its  courts  ;  and  again  on 
the- day  of  Pentecost,  came  down  from 
Heaven  with  sp.und  and  wind  ;  and  with 
tongues  of  fire  sent  out  His  apostles  to 
teach  in  all  languages,  the  story  of  redeem¬ 
ing  grace  and  dying  love— the  pathway 
from  earth  to  Heaven. 

But  my  brethren,  both  the  first  and  sec¬ 
ond  Temple  with  their  Architype,  the  Tab¬ 
ernacle,  have  passed  away.  Their  history 
is  embedded  in  the  history  of  our  order, 
the  ideas  and  moral  impressions  gathered 
therefrom  are  embalmed  in  our  ceremo¬ 
nies,  and  are  intended  to  make  a  perma¬ 
nent  impression  upon  our  hearts,  and  in¬ 
fluence  onr  character  and  lives.  All  the 
material  works  of  man  decay  and  are  lost, 
but  the  impressions  therefrom  remain  ;  the 
invisible  alone  is  indistructible. 

The  ministry  of  Aaron,  prescribed  by 
the  Almighty,  is  ended.  His  epkod  with 
its  gold  and  blue  and  purple  and  scarlet 
and  fine  twined  linen  and  curious  work, 
has  faded.  The  curious  girdle  with  its 
chains  of  wroathen  gold,  is  broken.  The 
oreastplate  ot  judgment  that  lay  against 
bis  heart,  and  its  fourfold  row  of  tripple 
jewels — of  sardius,  topaz  and  carbuncle  ; 
of  emerald,  sapphire  and  diamond  ;  of 
figure  and  agate  and  amethyst  ;  of  beryl 
and  onyx  and  jasper,  has  been  destroyed 
and  lost.  The  pomegranates  are  cast  aside 
like  an  untimely  fruit.  The  golden  bells 
are  silent,  and  even  tlie  mitre  with  its  sa¬ 
cred  signet  of  Holiness  to  the  Lord,  and 
the  grace  and  the  fashion  of  it  are  only  pre¬ 
served  and  represented  in  the  regalia  and 
ceremonies  of  onr  Royal  Arch  Chapter  and 
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our  highest  degrees.  All  the  outward 
glory  of  the  Temple  worship  has  passed 
away.  It  was  typical  and  has  been  fulfilled 
by  Him  whose  name  is  “The  Branch,”  and 
who  has  erected  in  its  stead  a  spiritual 
Temple,  which  shall  never  be  destroyed. 

Inspiration  teaches  us  that  the  Temple 
symbolizes  the  human  body.  Says  our 
Saviour,  “Destroy  this  Temple  and  in  three 
days  I  will  raise  it  up.”  He  spoke,  says 
the  Evangelist,  of  the  temple  of  his  body. 

Says  Paul,  “Know  ye  not  that  ye 
are  the  Temple  of  God?  '  If  any  man  defile 
the  Temple  of  God,  him  shall  God  destroy, 
for  the  temple  of  God  is  holy,  which  tem¬ 
ple  ye  are.” 

I  have  said  that  the  leading  idea  of  sym¬ 
bolic  Freemasonry  was,  labor  in  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  an  edifice — in  the  building  of  a  Tem¬ 
ple.  That  as  our  organization  dates  from 
the.  erection  of  the  Temple  of  God  at  Jeru¬ 
salem,  each  and  all  parts  of  that  building 
from  its  ground  floor  and  the  vaults  be¬ 
neath  it,  to  the  summit  of  its  porch  and 
the  pillars  thereof,  teach  by  our  symbol¬ 
ism  important  moral  lessons. 

Freemasonry  has  been  well  defined  to  be 
“A  beautiful  system  of  morality,  veiled  in 
allegory  and  illustrated  by  symbols.”  Our 
illustrious  brother  Washington  said,  “The 
object  of  Freemasonry  is  to  promote  the 
happiness  of  the  human  race. ”  The  Bev. 
Dr.  Oliver  says  :  “Freemasonry  though 
not  a  religion  or  a  substitute  thei-efor,  is  a 
system  of  the  purest  morality,  which  if 
practiced,  will  greatly  advance  the  spirit¬ 
ual  interests  of  its  members  ;  enable  them 
to  mount  their  Theological  ladder  by  its 
rounds  of  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity,  from 
the  lodge  on  earth  to  the  lodge  in  Heaved.” 

The  ritual  of  our  order,  framed  by  those 
well  versed  in  the  ancient  mysteries  of  the 
old  world,  from  the  day  when  the  tools  in¬ 
vented  by  Tubal  Cain  were  used  upon  the 
walls  of  Heaven  defying  Babel  ;  modeled 
and  moulded  and  imbued  with  the  spirit  of 
the  mosaic  ritual  and  tabernacle  service,  is 
connected  with  our  mode  of  teaching,  the 
most  grand  and  impressive  ritual  the  world 
has. ever  known.  Like  the  work  on  Mount 
Moriah,  it  is  orderly  in  plan,  noiseless  in 
its  instruction  and  effectual  in  execution. 

Our  published  manuals  commencing 
with  the  admonition  -“The  ways  of  virtue 
are  beautiful — knowledge  is  attained  by  de¬ 
grees — wisdom  dwells  with  contemplation, 
and  there  we  must  seek  her  carry  us  on 
through  a  series  of  moral  lessons  mostly 
taken  from,  and  all  founded  upon  the  Holy 
Bible  —our  great  light  and  rule.  Ancient 
symbolic  Masonry  begins  with  the  call  of 
Abraham  and  brings  ns  down  to  the  build¬ 
ing  of  the  second  tempi*-.  The  working 
tools  of  operative  Masonry  and'  Turoh 'lec¬ 


ture,  with  the  ark,  the  anchor,  Jacob’s 
ladder,  the  bee-hive,  the  naked  heart  and 
the  All  Seeing  Eye,  are  its  emblems,  and 
the  old  Testament  scriptures,  its  guidebook 
and  light. 

Templar  Masonry  commemorates  the 
Christian  dispensation.  It  lingered  around 
the  Holy  Land,  till  its  emblem,  the  cross, 
was  torn  down  and  the  Mahomedan  cres¬ 
cent  elevated  in  its  stead.  It  has  the  cross 
in  its  various  forms  for  its  sign  and  em¬ 
blem  ;  “/«  Hoc  Sir/no  Vinces,”  for  its  mot¬ 
to,  and  the  Gospel  for  its  guide  book. 

The  Holy  Bible — including  both  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments — is  our  great  light 
and  guide — the  rule  of  our  faith  and  the 
guide  of  our  practice.  No  man  can  under¬ 
stand  Freemasonry  and  much  less  be  an  in¬ 
structor  in  its  work  and  ceremonies,  unless 
he  be  well  versed  both  in  the  history  and 
morality  of  the  Scriptures.  Jerusalem 
with  its  Temple  and  the  nation  who  built 
and  worshipped  therein,  are  remembered 
-with  peculiar  reverence.  Of  that  nation 
were  Moses  and  David  and  Solomon — and 
more  and  greater,  the  Son  of  David,  the 
Lord  of  the  Temple. 

We  cannot  then  wonder,  that  around 
that  Holy  Land  and  especially  Jerusalem, 
Mount  Moriah  and  its  Temple  with  Olivet 
and  Calvary,  there  should  cluster  in  the 
mind  of  Masons  and  Christians,  the  most 
hallowed  associations.  No  Bible  reader 
with  heart  and  mind  properly  attuned,  but 
must  at  times  have  been  deeply  moved  by 
the  story  of  the  works  and  deeds  of  those 
who  moved  and  acted  in  that  Holy  Land — 
of  Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithful — 
Elijah  who  was  taken  in  a  chariot  of  fire  to 
Heaven — David,  the  warrior,  sweet  singer 
and  Holy  Psalmist — the  noiseless  rearing 
of  the  Temple  in  peace  by  Solomon  and  its 
rebuilding  in  troubled  times  by  Zerub- 
babel.  The  history  of  the  thrilling  events 
in  the  life  and  death  of  Jesus,  the  agony, 
betrayal  and  trial  ;  the  death,  burial,  res¬ 
urrection  and  ascension  ;  the  voice  of 
Eternal  life  wafted  on  the  midnight  breeze, 
from  the  bloody  sweat  in  the  garden  of 
Gethsemano,  the  dying  wail  that  rent  the 
air  and  darkened  the  sun,  as  it  rolled  from 
the  hill  of  Calvary  ;  and  the  angelic  shout 
which  pealed  down  the  sky,  and  the  Heav¬ 
enly  radiance  which  burst  forth,  as  the  ev¬ 
erlasting  doors  were  lifted  up,  to  receive 
the  King  of  Glory  in  his  cloud-wrapped 
chariot,  as  He  ascended  from  Olivet. 

And  now  brethren  of  the  mystic  tie,  in 
view  of  our  high  privileges  and  the  an¬ 
tiquity  and  glory  of  our  order,  with  its 
beautiful  and  pure  teachings,  what  manner 
of  persons  ought  we  to  be?  4s  entered  Ap¬ 
prentices,  we  are  taught  that  our  time 
should  be  so  divided  and  used,  and  our 
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hearts  and  consciences  so  disciplined,  that 
we  be  fitted  as  living  stones  for  that  spir¬ 
itual  building,  that  house  not  made  with 
hands  eternal  in  the  Heavens.  As  Com¬ 
panions  we  wear  the  motto,  “ Holiness  to 
the  Lord  ;  ”  and  are  expected  to  have  it 
written  not  only  upon  our  mitres,  but  en¬ 
graved  upon  our  hearts  and  lives.  As 
Templar  Masons — Pilgrim  Warriors— we 
should  day  by  day  pitch  our  tents  nearer 
our  heavenly  home  ;  looking  quietly  and 
calmly  forward  to  the  time  when  death 
shall  remove  this  scaffolding  of  flesh,  and 
our  work  proclaimed  to  be  ended  and  well 
done. 

The  outside  world  expect  us  to  be  better 
than  others,  better  than  themselves.  Be¬ 
cause  of  our  profession  we  are  carefully 
watched,  and  our  faults  and  deviations 
from  the  right  path,  noted  and  proclaimed. 
The  world  is  always  ready  to  defame  and 
to  believe  every  evil  report  or  slander 
against  any  individual  or  association  which 
rests  their  claims  upon  either  morality,  re¬ 
ligion  or  any  of  their  distinctive  virtues. — 
We  cannot  therefore  escape. 

Freemasonry  is  not  in  an  invidious  sense 
a  secret  society.  The  object,  aim,  and  end 
of  our  order  is  no  secret.  It  is  publicly 
avowed,  and  taught  in  all  our  public  ad¬ 
dresses  and  manuals.  It  is  in  short  the 
diffusion  of  the  principles  of  brotherly  love 
and  universal  charity — the  faithful  dis¬ 
charge  of  our  duty  to  God,  our  neighbors 
and  ourself — obedience  to  the  moral  law — 
as  one  of  our  land  marks — reverence  for 
God,  and  respect  for  religion.  These  are 
our  teneuts. 

But  Masonry  has  its  secrets ,  which  the 
outside  world  are  not  permitted  to  know. 
They  can  only  be  communicated  by  oral 
teaching  in  the  Lodge  from  one  Mason  to 
another.  They  are  forbidden  to  be  written 
or  printed.  It  was  always  so.  From  the 
days  of  Moses,  the  Jews  like  other  nations, 
had  an  oral  law’,  or  set  of  rules,  with  signs 
and  tokens,  and  passwords,  handed  down 
by  Judges,  Prophets,  Priests,  and  Kings, 
from  memory,  and  never  written.  This 
they  say  was  the  command  of  God  to  Mo¬ 
ses.  Says  Job  :  “Have  ye  not  asked  them 
that  go  by  the  way,  and  do  ye  not  know 
their  tokens.  ”  Says  David  :  “We  see  not 
our  signs,  why  withdrawest  thou  this  hand 
even  thy  right  hand.”  Alt  the  teaching  by 
parables-  partakes  of  this  character,  the 
the  full  meaning  is  only  to  be  known  by 
those  to  whom  they  are  expounded. 

The  seci’ets  of  Freemasonry  cannot  be 
fully  written  or  communicated  by  writing 
They  are  only  to  be  learned  in  the  Lodge , 
and  under  Lodge  teaching.  They  cannot 
be  so  written  and  so  learned  from  writing 
as  to  enable  any  one  to  impose  upon  a  well 


instructed  and  prudent  brother  ;  and  much 
loss  to  obtain  admission  into  a  well  trained 
and  well  regulated  Lodge.  They  were 
from  the  beginning  safely  locked  in  faith¬ 
ful  breasts,  and  have  been  communicated 
orally  from  the  mouth  of  one  generation  to 
the  ear  of  the  next,  free  from  the  profane 
intermeddling  and  criticism  of  those  to 
whom  if  revealed  they  would  in  most  oases 
have  been  but  as  “pearls  before  swine.” 

On  everything  written  there  is  criticism, 
or  controversy  as  to  its  meaning  or  inter¬ 
pretation  ;  as  the  words  may  be  equivocal 
or  obscure — or  as  ages  pass,  change  their* 
meaning.  If  our  secret  language  were 
written  so  as  to  be  refered  to  at  any  time, 
but  few  would  even  study  it  thoroughly  so 
as  to  call  it  up  and  use  it  readily  in  times 
of  peril,  or  danger,  or  want. 

The  secrets  of  Freemasonry  consist  in 
our  ancient  rites  and  ceremonies,  our  pe¬ 
culiar  and  primitive  mode  of  teaching— 
and  our  secret  language— the  most  im¬ 
pressive  ritual  the  world  ever  knew,  giving 
to  every  well  instructed  brother  the  power 
to  know  and  recognize  a  brother  by  sign 
or  word,  as  well  in  the  dark  as  in  the  light. 
It  gives  him,  engraven  on  his  heart,  mind, 
and  memory,  a  passport  to  the  brotherhood 
in  every  civilized  land  on  the  globe — a 
card  of  introduction  to  every  Lodge,  and 
a  key  to  the  heart  of  every  true  brother. — 
In  all  this  I  aver,  there  is  not  an  act,  or 
word,  or  sign,  or  sentiment,  which  is  not 
in  accordance  with  our  public  teachings  ; 
or  which  for  sound  morality,,  chasteness  and 
good  sense,  might  not  .be  publicly  taught 
here  before  this  audience.  The  pretended 
revelations  of  Masonry,  made  up  of  extracts 
from  our  published  manuals  and  lectures, 
filled  in  with  the  inventions  and  random 
recollections  of  a  few  unprincipled  traitors 
and  apostates,  have  never  been  regarded 
by  sensible  men,  either  in  or  out  of  the 
Lodge  as  entitled  to  any  credit,  or  of  any 
value. 

A  foreign  paper  of  1868,  gives  a  letter  of 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Master  of  the  first 
Masonic  Lodge  organized  in  this  State, 
from  which  I  will  here  give  an  appropriate 
extract,  says  Franklin  :  “The  good  effect 
which  our  secret  signs  have  produced,  are 
established  by  the  most  incontestible  facts 
of  history.  They  have  stayed  the  hand  of 
the  distroyer  ;  softened  the  asperities  of 
the  tyrant  ;  mitigated  the  horrors  of  cap¬ 
tivity  ;  subdued  the  rancor  of  malevolence; 
and  broken  down  the  barriers  of  political 
animosity  and  sectarian  altercation.  On 
the  field  of  battle,  in  the  solitudes  of  the 
unclultivated  forest,  or  in  the  busy  haunts 
of  the  crowded  city,  they  have  made  men 
of  the  most  hostile  feelings,  of  the  most 
distant  religions  and  diversified  conditions 
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in  life  rush  to  the  aid  of  each  other,  and 
feel  special  joy  and  satisfaction,  that  they 
have  been  able  to  offer  aid  or  releif  to  a 
brother  Mason.” 

Everything  connected  with  our  Order 
proves  its  antiquity.  It  is  unchangeable 
and  therefore  the  same  among  all  nation, 
and  at  all  times.  In  1845  there  were  pres¬ 
ent  in  a  Masonic  Lodge  in  Bombay,  India, 
Christians  and  Jews  from  England,  France, 
and  America,  three  followers  of  Zoroaster, 
two  of  Confucius,  and  four  of  Mahomet, 
all  assembled  around  one  common  altar, 
worshipping  one  Supreme  Being,  one  oral 
teaching,  and  that  by  symbols  as  well  as 
our  signs,  passwords,  and  ceremonies  all 
go  back  to  the  age  and  people  of  3000 
years  ago.  The  recent  explorations  made 
in  the  vaults  beneath  Mount  Moriah  and 
among  the  ruins  of  Ninevah,  Palmyra,  and 
ancient  Tyre,  bear  testimony  in  corrobora¬ 
tion  of  our  traditions  and  masonic  teachings ; 
our  marks  and  signs  are  there  found,  hid¬ 
den  and  buried  for  thousands  of  years. 
This  is  to  us  a  matter  of  interest  and  lau¬ 
dable  pride.  In  point  of  antiquity,  our 
institution  stands  alone,  and  confident  of 
our  past  history,  we  can  easily  foresee  its 
future:  It  shall  continue  to  stand  and  flour¬ 
ish  so  long  as  masons  are  true  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  our  order,  and  so  long  as  man  shall 
need  the  sympathy  and  aid  of  his  fellow- 
man,  and  there  be  sorrows  to  soothe  and 
tears  to  wipe.  One  of  our  poets  has  beau¬ 
tifully  said  : 

“A  moral  pyramid  to  stand 

As  long  as  wisdom  lights  the  land. 

The  granite  pillar  shall  decay  ; 

The  chiseled  beauty  pass  away  ; 

Hut  this  shall  last  in  strength  sublime, 

Unshaken  through  the  storm  oi  time.” 

If  there  be  any  here  present  who  are  cu¬ 
rious  to  know  what  Freemasonary  is  and 
what  it  teaches  to  its  members,  I  will  for  a 
few  moments  open  the  lodge  door  and  ad¬ 
mit  them — premising  that  the  casket  which 
contains  our  mysteries  is  safely  locked  in 
the  hearts  of  our  brethren. 

As  you  enter  the  lodge  room,  you  will 
see  in  most  cases  a  splendid,  well  furnished, 
well  lighted  and  very  comfortable  apart¬ 
ment.  You  doubtless  will  wonder  what 
there  is  in  Masonry  that  prompts  its  mem¬ 
bers  to  incur  so  much  expense  in  building 
and' furnishing  lodges;  and  put-  themselves 
to  so  much  trouble  and  often  inconveni¬ 
ence  to  attend  their  meetings.  But  judg¬ 
ing  by  your  own  emotions  and  feelings, 
you  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
is  something  in  the  Order,  known  only  lo 
the  brethren,  which  they  esteem  very  highly 
and  in  which  they  take  great  pleasure  and 
delight  What  is  outside  of  the  casket  and 
not  hidden  by  the  veil,  I  will  briefly  exhib 
it  and  explain  to  you. 


You  will  please  bear  in  mind  that  as  with 
the  Temple  so  with  the  Lodge — everything 
within  and  belonging  to  it  is  symbolic. 
The  size,  the  shape,  and  proportions  with 
the  arrangements  of  the  room,  the  furni¬ 
ture,  lights,  tools  and  implements,  mason¬ 
ic  clothing  and  jewels,  with  the  position  cf 
officers,  are  all  intended  to  teach  impor¬ 
tant  lessons. 

Our  carpet  of  many  colors  in  figures 
representing  many  of  our  emblems,  is  a 
representation  of  the  Mosaic  pavement — 
emblematical  of  human  life,  checkered 
with  good  and  evil — the  border,  denoting 
the  manifold  blessings  and  comforts  which 
surround  us  and  gladden  our  steps,  even 
though  we  tread  on  the  tears  of  those  who 
have  gone  before  us.  In  the  cen  re  of  the 
Lodge  stands  a  pedestal  or  altar,  upon 
which  reposes  the  Holy  Bible.  Without 
this,  our  great  light  and  guide,  no  regular 
lodge  can  be  opened,  no  Masonic  work  per¬ 
formed.  In  their  appropriate  places  you 
can  see  most  of  the  working  tools  of  opera¬ 
tive  Masonry,  and  the  emblems  of  our  Or¬ 
der — the  texts  of  much  of  our  teaching. 
Time  will  only  permit  me  to  refer  to  a  few. 
Our  girdle  or  white  lamb  skin  apron ,  sym¬ 
bolizes  innocence  and  purity.  It  refers 
back  to  the  first  and  accepted  offering  by 
Abel,  to  the  typical  sacrifices  of  the  Mosa¬ 
ic  dispensation,  and  (to  the  cliristaiu)  to 
the  Lamb  of  God,  who  taketh  away  the 
sins  of  the  world.  The  theological  ladder 
which  Jacob  saw  extending  from  earth  to 
Heaven,  with  its  three  principal  rounds  of 
Faith,  Hope  and  Charity,  points  the 
pathway  from  the  Lodge  here  to  the  Lodge 
above.  While  the  /III  Seeing  Eye  re¬ 
minds  us  that  we  are  in  l  lie  presence  and 
under  the  immediate  gaze  of  Him,  “unto 
whom  all  hearts  are  open,  all  desires 
known  and  from  whom  no  secrets  are  hid.” 

Supposing  you  both,  men  and  women, 
to  be  quietly  seated  in  our  lodge  room, 
and  anxious  to  learn  what  Masonry  is,  I 
will  for  a  few  moments  read  from  a  former 
address  of  my  own,  a  brief  Lodge  lecture. 

Ancient  Symbolic  Freemasonry  consists 
of  three  degress,  which  are  emblematic  of 
the  three  stages  of  human  life  between  the 
cradle  and  the  grave. 

Our  life  here  is  a  pilgrimage,  a  journey 
through  a  world  of  cares  ami  toils,  hopes 
and  disappointmets,  pleasures  and  pains, 
sunshine  and  clouds.  Each  one  of  usis  a  pil¬ 
grim,  a  sojouner  as  all  our  fathers  were  ; 
and  though  our  pathway  through  youth , 
manhood  and  old  age,  may  vary  in  light  and 
shade,  each  of  us  is  passing  onward  to  the 
same  end.  The  Masonic  degree  of  En¬ 
tered  Apprentice,  represents  the  youth  just 
entering  upon  the  performance  of  the  du¬ 
ties  andlaborsincideut  to  our  existence  here. 
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As  with  youth,  he  is  ignorant  of  what  is 
before  him,  and  inexperienced  as  what  to 
do.  He  is  blind  as  to  the  future  and 
knows  not  what  trials  and  perils  he  may 
encounter.  His  only  safety  is  to  commit 
himself  to  the  care  of  God,  to  ask  his  aid 
and  trust  in  His  protection,  and  this  in 
Masonry  he  is  taught  to  do,  in  our  prayer 
humbly  to  join  in  “beseeching  God  to  bless 
him,  and  so  to  endue  him  with  a  competen¬ 
cy  of  Divine  Wisdom,  that  he  may  through 
the  influence  of  the  pure  principles  of  our 
Order,  be  better  enabled  to  display  the 
beauties  of  holiness.  ”  He  is  charged  to 
put  his  trust  in  God,  never  to  mention  His 
name  but  with  that  reverential  awe,  which 
is  due  from  a  creature  to  his  Creator,  to 
implore  His  aid  in  all  laudable  undertak¬ 
ings,  and  to  esteem  Him  as  the  chief  good 
which  he  came  into  the  world  to  enjoy,  and 
according  to  that  view  to  regulate  his  life  ; 
to  act  upon  the  Square,  doing  to  his  neigh¬ 
bor  as  he  would  wish  he  should  do  to  him, 
to  avoid  all  irregularity  and  intemperance 
which  might  impair  his  faculties,  or  debase 
the  dignity  of  his  profession.  He  is  fur¬ 
ther  instructed  in  those  elementary  truths 
which  lie  at  the  base  of  all  usefulness  and 
success  in  the  world,  as  well  as  of  good 
moral  character,  so  rightly  to  value  and  di¬ 
vide  his  time  as  to  have  leisure  for  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  God  and  his  brethren  ;  taking  care 
so  to  divest  his  heart  of  wrong  propensities, 
as  that  his  character  may  be  built  up  for 
usefulness  here  and  happiness  hereafter. 
It  is  called  the  moral  degree. 

The  degree  of  “Fellow-Craft”  is  typical 
of  manhood,  the  thinking  and  working 
period  of  life.  Having  in  the  former  de¬ 
gree  learned  and  in  some  measure  compre¬ 
hended  the  relations  in  which  we  stand  to 
God  and  our  fellow  men,  and  thus,  had 
our  moral  faculties  roused  to  activity,  we 
are  now  to  enter  upon  new  duties,  and  as¬ 
sume  new  responsibilities.  We  are  here 
taught  that  as  labor  is  the  Heaven  appoint¬ 
ed  lot  and  duty  of  man,  so  it  has  its  prom¬ 
ised  rewards,  if  pursued  with  rectitude. — 
That  as  man  was  endowed  by  his  Creator, 
with  reason  and  a  capacity  to  know  some¬ 
thing  of  himself  and  his  Maker,  it  is  his 
duty  to  cultivate  his  powers,  improve  his 
mind  and  seek  the  knowledge  of  God  ;  to 
regard  life  as  a  mission  to  please  Him  ;  a 
state  of  brief  probation,  during  which  to 
erect  in  his  heart  a  spiritual  temple,  point¬ 
ing  upwards  to  the  spirit  world  ;  to  look 
around  him  and  study  the  wonders  of  cre¬ 
ation,  and  to  learn  at  least  enough  of  the 
liberal  arts  and  sciences  to  enable  him  to 
do  his  full  and  manly  duty  in  that  station 
of  life  in  which  it  has  pleased  God  to  call 
and  place  him  ;  regulating  all  his  actions 
by  the  square  of  virture,  walking  uprightly 


and  remembering,  that  he  is  ‘  ‘traveling  to 
that  undiscovered  country  from  whose 
bourne  no  traveler  returns.”  This  is  call¬ 
ed  the  working  and  scientific  degree. 

The  degree  of  Master  Mason  is  emblemat¬ 
ic  of  the  third  stage  of  human  life  ;  from 
manhood  to  old  age,  the  closing  scenes  of 
our  pilgrimage  and  existence  here.  For 
this  it  is  supposed  the  faithful  Mason  is 
nearly  prepared,  by  having  properly  im¬ 
proved  his  time  and  made  use  of  the  in¬ 
structions  received  in  youth  and  manhood. 
He  is  supposed  to  have  erected  in  his 
breast  and  soul  a  spiritual  temple,  in  which 
dwells  the  spirit  of  his  Master  ;  to  have 
his  work  done,  and  in  faith  and  patience 
uow  awaiting  the  word  of  the  Grand  Master 
of  the  Universe  to  end  the  warfare  between 
flesh  and  spirit,  and  to  call  him  from  the 
labors  of  earth  to  the  eternal  refreshments 
of  Heaven.  When  first  initiated,  he  was 
taught  the  existence  and  providence  of 
God,  and  bowed  his  knees  in  imploring 
His  guidance.  He  has  been  taught  that 
the  soul  is  immortal,  and  at  death  will  en¬ 
ter  ipon  it  reward  according  to  the  works 
done  in  the  body.  The  truths  in  this  de¬ 
gree  exemplified  are  the  most  solemn  and 
sacred  !  And  hence  this  is  called  the  sub¬ 
lime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason  and  is  said 
to  be  the  religious  degree. 

Thus,  is  the  journey  and  pilgrimage  of 
life  symbolized  in  Freemasoni'y.  If  Ma- 
sonically  taught,  the  more  prominent  truths 
will  be  so  impressed  upon  the  mind,  that  a 
word  or  sign  shall  recall  them.  In  youth 
we  are  expected  to  learn  that  which  is  to 
prepare  us  for  the  active  duties  of  life.  In 
manhood,  not  only  to  continue  learning, 
but  to  put  in  practice  what  we  have  learned. 
To  add  to  our  faith,  virtue,  knowledge, 
brotherly  kindness  and  charity.  To  do 
good  to  all,'  especially  to  those  who  are  of 
the  household  of  our  faith  and  Order.  In 
old  age  we  are  expected  to  have  our  work 
done,  our  spiritual  temple  completed,  look¬ 
ing  forward  and  by  faith  believing  that 
when  the  earthly  house  of  this  tabernacle 
is  dissolved,  we  have  a  building  of  God,  a 
house  not  made  with  hands  eternal  in  the 
Heavens.  If,  so,  we  may  calmly  approach 
the  Jordan  of  Death,  leaning  upon  the  arm 
of  the  Mighty  Conquer,  and  listening  to 
hear  above  the  roar  of  its  dark  waters,  the 
voice  of  our  Master  saying,  “Be  of  good 
cheer,  it  is  I,  be  not  afraid  !” 

And  why,  we  here  ask,  should  there  be 
any  distressing  fear  of  death,  if  life’s  work 
is  well  done  and  our  peace  made  with  God. 
Death  cannot  touch  the  real  man.  He  is 
but  the  black  servant  riding  behind  the 
chariot  of  life,  and  stoping  at  the  grave  to 
unclothe  the  soul,  to  lay  aside  the  flesh,  its 
outer  garment.  He  cannot  go  beyond  the 
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the  grave  nor  enter  that  world  of  light. — 
And  here,  he  is  but  a  servant  with  limited 
power.  The  body  is  but  the  garment  or 
outer  covering  of  the  soul,  as  the  clothes 
we  wear  are  the  garment  of  the  body.  The 
real  life  of  man  runs  on  continuous,  di¬ 
vested  of  none  of  its  essential  attributes, 
or  its  real  mind  functions  ;  such  as  thought 
memory,  reasoning.  “Son  remember,” 
said  Abraham  to  the  rich  man, who,  though 
in  torment,  recognized  Lazarus,  and  re¬ 
membered  his  five  brethren  in  his  father’s 
house  on  earth.  All  mankind  are  here,  one 
brotherhood  of  humanity.  The  really  true 
and  good,  the  pure  in  heart  are  all  by  a 
soul-unity,  whether  on  earth  or  in  heaven, 
brethren  of  one  family  and  joint  heirs  of 
the  same  glorious  inheritance. 

“Angels,  and  living  saints,  and  dead, 

But  one  communion  make.” 

When  called  from  earth  therefor,  we  are 
merely  leaving  one  branch  of  the  family  to 
join  others  who  have  gone  before  us  ;  and 
we  know  that  those  we  leave  behind  must 
soon  follow.  To  encourage  us  to  faithful¬ 
ness  as  well  as  to  comfort  those  who  mourn, 
we  have  a  message  direct  from  the  Court  of 
Heaven,  transmitted  through  our  Patron 
St.John.  He  says  :  “I  heard  a  voice  from 
Heaven  saying  unto  me  write.  Blessed 
are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord,  from 
henceforth  :  Yea  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they 
may  rest  from  their  labors  ;  and  their 
works  do  follow  them.” 

Perhaps  I  ought  here  to  give  my  lady 
hearers  what  I  believe  to  be  the  reasons 
for  excluding  women  from  membership  in 
our  Lodges,  and  to  assure  them  that  it  is 
not  from  want  of  love  or  high  esteem,  or 
confidence.  She  is  remembered  in  our 
solemn  ceremonies,  and  the  faith  of  every 
Mason  is  pledged  for  her  protection  anu 
support.  But  Freemasonry  as  we  have 
shown,  was  organized  for  and  among  oper¬ 
ative  architects,  and  men  strong  and  able 
to  endure  toil  and  hard  labor.  Much  of  it 
was  based  upon  the  regulations  of  the  Mo¬ 
saic  or  Jewish  economy,  ordained  by  God 
Himself.  In  the  symbology  of  the  Bible, 
man  taken  from  the  dust  of  the  earth,  was 
made  the  head  and  frame  work,  the  streugth 
and  muscle  of  the  dual  constitution  of  our 
race.  To  him  were  assigned  the  outer  and 
sterner  realities  of  life,  and  all  the  public 
works  and  duties,  both  civil  and  religious, 
of  that  onerous  and  burdensome  economy. 
Woman  taken  from  man’s  side,  an  im¬ 
proved  creation,  represents  in  this  symbol¬ 
ogy,  the  heart  and  feelings,  the  inner  life  ; 
and  to  her  is  assigned  the  more  delicate 
heart  duties  which  cluster  around  home  and 
maternity.  She  was  not  required  like  man 
to  go  up  to  the  feasts,  nor  to  offer  the  gifts 
of  sacrifices  commanded.  Nor  did  the  cus¬ 


tom  or  social  law  of  that  age,  allow  women 
to  be  much  seen  in  public,  unless  in  com¬ 
pany  with  their  near  "relations.  As  Ma¬ 
sonry  was  then  constituted,  so  it  now 
stands.  Our  landmarks  are  unchangeable; 
always  and  every  where  the  same  A  wise 
law  for  a  Society  intended  to  last  through 
all  ages.  Although  the  bright  countenance 
and  cheerful  company,  if  not  the  counsel 
of  woman,  would  many  times  gladden  our 
Lodge  labors,  we  fear  the  poisoned  tongue 
of  slander  would  follow  her  within  its  sa¬ 
cred  portals,  and  inflict  wounds  that  time 
could  never  heal.  But  woman  does  not  re¬ 
quire  the  teachings  and  stern  discipline  of 
Masonry  to  impress  upon  her  the  lessons 
of  brotherly  love,  kindness  ahd  charity. 
The  annals  of  real  heart  works  and  benevo¬ 
lence,  from  the  women  at  the  sepulchre  at 
Calvary,  to  the  thousands  who  engaged 
and  nobly  labored  in  our  Christian  and 
Sanitary  Commissions,  as  well  as  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  all  our  churches,  prove  that  she 
is  by  nature,  disposed  to  the  love  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  all  the  moral  virtues,  and  more 
easily  becomes  religious.  Says  our  first 
Grand  Master,  “She  openeth  her  mouth 
with  wisdom  and  in  her  tongue  is  the  law 
of  kindness.”  In  France  they  have  long 
had  a  system  of  degrees  connected  with 
Masonry,  some  of  which  are  beautifully 
arranged  and  eminently  Christian  ;  which 
are  taught  to  the  near  female  relations  of 
Masons.  These  enable  them  at  any  time 
to  make  themselves  known  to  the  brethren 
and  thus  secure  that  special  care  and  pro¬ 
tection  to  which  by  such  relationship  they 
are  entitled.  Some  of  them,  the  “Eas¬ 
tern  Star,”  have  been  introduced  into  our 
country,  and  in  some  of  the  States  are  very 
popular  with  both  the  ladies  and  brethren. 

And  now  brethern  of  Temple  Lodge  let 
me  say  you  bear  a  worthy  and  an  honored 
name.  In  addition  to  its  rich  and  instruc¬ 
tive  symbolism,  it  recalls  to  you  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  our  Order  about  3000  years 
ago,  at  Jerusalem.  And  the  dedication  of 
your  beantiful  Hall  this  day,  will  remind 
yon  of  the  solemnities  of  the  Temple  dedi¬ 
cation  ;  when  the  Almighty  descended  and 
filled  the  House  with  His  glory  ;  and  when 
Solomon  had  made  an  end  of  prayer,  the 
fire  came  down  from  Heaven  and  consum¬ 
ed  the  sacrifice. 

Since  then  Freemasonry  like  a  Majestic 
stream  has  noiselessly  flowed  through  the 
generations  which  have  lived  down  to  the 
present  time. 

If  I  had  time  to  trace  its  history  from  its 
organization  to  the  present  day,  we  should 
find  that  it  flourished  in  the  sunshine  of 
learning,  civilization  and  Christianity,  and 
with  them  withered  under  the  dark  clouds 
of  ignorance,  bigotry  and  superstition. 
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While  other  institutions  have  been  organ¬ 
ized  and  for  a  time  flourished  and  then 
crumbled  away  ;  while  kingdoms  and  em¬ 
pires  have  arisen  and  fallen,  nation  suc¬ 
ceeding  nation,  the  billows  of  revolution 
rolling  over  them  and  carrying  away  the 
monuments  ot  their  labor  and  greatness, 
Freemasonry,  resting  on  the  deep  founda¬ 
tions  of  God’s  eternal  truth,  and  man’s  na¬ 
ture  and  wants,  has  defied  the  rude  shocks 
of  ages,  and  now  stands  unchangeably  the 
same  in  its  landmarks,  aims  and  purposes. 
The  torch  of  superstition,  bigotry  and  des¬ 
potism  has  been  lighted  to  consume  it ; 
the  combined  hosts  of  avarice,  ambition 
anl  ignorance  have  been  marshalled  to 


break  it  down  ;  and  even  in  this  free  coun¬ 
try  and  enlightened  age,  the  vile  dema¬ 
gogue  and  base  political  aspirant,  have 
sought  to  reach  power  over  its  prostrate 
rums.  But  the  mighty  edifice  still  stands 
unscathed  by  fire,  unscarred  by  the  battle 
and  untarnished  by  the  slander  ;  and  more 
than  all,  unharmed  and  untorn  by  any 
weakness  or  dissension  of  its  own.  As  our 
globe  rolls  on  its  axis,  the  lights  hung  by 
the  Almighty  in  the  firmament  of  the 
Heaven,  the  orb  of  day  and  queen  of  night, 
gild  its  spires  and  turrets,  and  shine  upon 
its  walls  and  columns  in  every  land.  A 
Mason  may  find  brethren  in  every  nation, 
and  in  every  true  brother  a  friend. 


i 

.  O'  i  1 ; 


:  U )  V  J 


'  ' 

| 

'  .  i.  if 

. 

'  ■  -‘ij 

i  'f  >;ii 


:  JtoO  1<» 


’  '■  : , 

•  •  ■  '■  !  I 

'  ■•■iu!  ..)!  ui 

:  :••:.*!.  - .  til ! 

t  I  J  1 

••jit  iiu  ‘mgijj 


